
 

 

May 13, 2020 

 

 

Senator Julie Rosen 

Chair, Senate Finance Committee 

Minnesota Senate Building 

95 University Avenue West 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

Via email: sen.julie.rosen@senate.mn 

 

Re:  COVID-related Workers’ Compensation Presumption Funding 

 

 

Dear Senator Rosen: 

 

On May 14, 2020, the Senate Finance Committee will be considering Senate File 4130 including 

provision for funding Covid-19 related workers compensation claims. 

 

As Vice President of Minnesota Self-Insured Group, Inc.(MSIG), an advocacy organization for 

group workers compensation funds, I am writing in support of the legislation.  MSIG represents 

over 1,000 Minnesota employers participating in self-funded group workers compensation funds. 

 

While we agree with and fully support the presumptive legislation extending workers 

compensation benefits to front line healthcare workers, that legislation has created a financial 

threat to Minnesota self-funded workers compensation groups specializing in health care.  

 

Three self-funded groups – Greater MN Self-Insured Workers Compensation Fund (consisting of 

hospitals in Cloquet, Aitkin and Milaca), Care Providers Self-Insured Workers Compensation 

Fund (consisting of home health care and facility based health care of vulnerable populations) 

and Health Care Select Self-Insured Workers Compensation Fund (consisting of nursing home 

operations throughout Minnesota) – employ nearly 10,000 front line health care employees and 

are already experiencing reported positive Covid-19 diagnoses on their staffs.  The financial 

burden of Covid-19 claims was unforeseen, unfunded and unbudgeted.  With presumptive 

causation, the costs are now also unavoidable.  The three groups are of relatively modest size 

with total annual premiums ranging from $900,000 to $2,000,000.  Uncapped claim costs 

projected for Covid-19 claims would likely drive these self-funded groups – which have each 

been operating successfully since 2004 - out of business. 

 

The front-line health care workers employed by these private employers were provided 

presumptive causation under the same terms as the public first responders and health care 

employees.  The private self-funded health care groups should receive the same consideration for 

funding the costs as the public entities. 
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There is broad support for the funding mechanism proposed in the Senate File under 

consideration which would have all employers, insurers, self-insureds and State and Federal 

governments sharing the burden of this unique pandemic and preserving the stability of the 

workers compensation system. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

James LeRoy, ARM 

Vice President 

Minnesota Self-Insured Group, Inc. 

 

 

Cc: Sen. Paul Utke 

 


